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2011 Annual Report
April 1, 2010 - March 31, 2011

Fast and furious is the best way to 
describe the 2010-2011 year. ACLU 
Nebraska celebrated its 45th anniversary 
as our national ACLU turned 90! 
Nebraska action centered on immigration, 
reproductive freedom, and proselytizing in 
public schools. 

When the City of Fremont passed 
an intimidating and unconstitutional 
ordinance that attempts to drive out 
undocumented immigrants and their 
families by punishing those who employ 
them or rent to them, ACLU Nebraska 
filed suit. This suit, Martinez v. Fremont, 
drew national attention. Rock musician 

Conor Oberst threw a benefit 
concert in Omaha and 
generously gave us $50,000 to 
fund this effort. The suit is still 
in progress.

Few decisions are more 
personal than the decision 
whether or not to bear a 
child. Several Supreme Court 
cases guarantee to a woman’s 
reproductive rights.  A woman 

may elect an abortion prior to the viability 
of the fetus if this is the decision that she 
and her doctor decide is necessary for her. 
In spite of this, Nebraska’s Legislature 
passed two restrictive bills, LB 594 and 
LB 1103. LB 594, the so-called Women’s 
Health Protection Act, was found to be 
unconstitutional and was permanently 
enjoined. LB 1103, which bans abortions 
after 20 weeks and ignores the viability 
standard, is still in force. Nebraska’s 
women face further unconstitutional 
restrictions of their reproductive freedoms 
if those of moderate opinion fail to let 

state senators know.
At the beginning of the last school 

year, ACLU Nebraska sent a letter to all 
public school superintendents in Nebraska 
reminding them that speakers at required 
school convocations could not deliver 
religious messages to captive audiences of 
children. The First Amendment does not 
allow the school, as a public institution, 
to endorse one religious viewpoint over 
others. To make a better point of our First 
Amendment freedoms, ACLU Nebraska 
held its second PSA contest. A team 
of students from Johnson-Brock High 
School won first place.  

ACLU Nebraska works to preserve 
the civil liberties guaranteed to us all 
by the US and Nebraska constitutions 
through programs of education, litigation 
and legislation. The work we did last year, 
described in this annual report, puts us in a 
position to do our current work, described 
in the Fall Defender’s Debrief. Thank 
you for being card-carrying members of 
ACLU and for your support!

Laurel Marsh
Executive Director

Thank you 
for 45 years 

of Liberty!

As president of ACLU Nebraska I have 
enjoyed meeting many of you at 
educational, recreational, and fundraising 
events. 

 It is often a lonely thing being a civil 
libertarian in Nebraska, and I want to 
both thank you for your support to ACLU 
Nebraska and extend a special invitation 
to attend an event in the near future. 
There are a number of events coming up, 
including our annual dinner on March 10. 
Check out our calendar online  
(www.aclunebraska.org) or join our email 

list for more information 
We especially need your 

continuing support during 
this time of great cultural and 
economic change.  Together 
we can ensure there is nothing 
radical about fairness and 
justice. Your support has 
made for a productive year 
for ACLU Nebraska. I will 

direct you to the rest of this report for 
details, but I do need to make special 
note of the fact that our cool quotient 
was raised significantly when Coner 
Oberst and Bright Eyes hosted a benefit 
concert for our work on immigrant rights 
in Fremont. The proceeds, matched with 
your generosity, have already made it 
possible to expand our work in the area of 
immigration.  In addition, your support 
is providing a paid lobbyist, well-known 
and respected attorney Alan Peterson, 
increasing our effectiveness in the 

Legislature in Lincoln.  
It is also a year of transition. This fall, 

our Executive Director, Laurel Marsh, 
announced her retirement after five 
years of dedicated service. Our Search 
Committee knows there are a number of 
highly qualified individuals who will make 
excellent leaders for ACLU. Many of them 
are not looking for a new job and may not 
run across our job announcement. Please 
encourage those you know to join us in 
the fight for civil liberties in Nebraska by 
directing them to the job announcement 
on our webpage. We look forward to our 
exciting future.

Finally, your support during this year 
is especially important to assist ACLU in 
permanently funding an Omaha office to 
address civil liberties issues in the largest 
population center of the state.  So, I wish 
you the blessing of freedom and the 
protection of our Constitution. Hope to 
see you soon.

Joe Brown
President

Greetings 
Defenders of 

Freedom!
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ACLU exists because of you.
Neither ACLU Nebraska nor the ACLU Nebraska 
Foundation receives any government funding. We 
never charge our clients for legal representation.
None of this work would happen without your 
support. Thank you.

ACLU NebrAskA FoUNdAtioN

The ACLU Nebraska Foundation conducts legal 
advocacy, litigation and public education programs 
in support of civil liberties. Contributions to this 
501(c)3 organization are tax-deductible.

Income
ACLU Shared Revenue* $ 28,171
ACLU Guaranteed Minimum Income‡ $ 217,104
Major Gifts Campaign & Contributions* $ 61,647
Grants & Draws from Restricted Assets $ 44,161
Miscellaneous $ 11,819
Total Income $ 362,902

Expenses
Management & General $ 75,545
Legal Program & Litigation $ 77,948
Education $ 111,638
Development $ 49,767
Total Expenses $ 314,898

ACLU NebrAskA

ACLU Nebraska conducts membership outreach 
and legislative advocacy. As a 501 (c) 4 organization, 
contributions are not tax-deductible.

Income
ACLU Guaranteed Minimum Income & Memberships‡ $ 33,579
Miscellaneous $ 98
Total Incomce $ 33,677

Expenses
Legislation & Advocacy $ 24,482
Management & General $ 8,085
Total Expenses $ 32,567

* Regardless of where it is sent, the majority of your tax-
deductible gift will stay right here in Nebraska and a portion 
enables Nebraskans to benefit from a nationwide group of civil 
liberties experts.
‡Guaranteed Minimum Income is a subsidy made possible by 
contributions and other support at the national level.
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Thanks to you
civil liberties will be defended.

We gratefully acknowledge the 
following contributors who gave 
directly to ACLU Nebraska during 
our fiscal year, April 1, 2010-March 
31, 2011. It is because of the 
generous financial support of civil 
liberties champions like you that 
those who have had their rights 
violated have a place to call. 
Thank you.

Guardian of Liberty 
$2,500 & above

Rich & Frances Juro
Conor Oberst
Samuel Walker

Benefactor  
$1,000 to $2,499

Jim Bender
Marsha Fangmeyer & Jim 

Wiest
Richard Holland
Matthew & Donna Johnson
Mark & Catherine Leibman
Deana Liddy
David & Sara Moshman
Alan & Glenda Peterson
Patricia Williams
David & America Young

Patron  
$500 TO $999

Joseph & Cindy Brown
Jean Eileen Durgin-Clinchard
Mary Flood
Beverly Kracher
Laurel Marsh & Danny Clark
Carlton & Judy Paine
Linda & Bill Pratt

Sponsor 
$200 to $499

Christine Abraham & Mark 
Weddleton 

A. Dwayne Ball & Shirley 
Noble

Richard Baltaro
Earl Bolls
Thomas Brown
James Cada
Robert Darcy & Michael 

Miller
Ervin Dixon
Scott & Gloria Downing
Hess Dyas
Eric & Amy Evans
Kerry Fina & Kelli Kraft
Alan & Barbara Frank
Lowell & Barbara Gaither
Stephen Gehring & Dana 

Vaughan Gehring
Kandra Hahn
Shelton Hendricks
Steve Hilliard
Daniel & Mary Howell
Fritz Hudson
Richard Hunt
David Jacobson
Earl Kramer & Mary 

Sommermeyer
Mary Ann Lamanna
Kris & Diane Lausterer
Robert Narveson

Rich Nichols
Kathryn Olson & Rand Wiese
Richard Perrin & Lilyan 

Fulginiti
Oliver & Karen Pollak
Duane Polzien
John Preisinger
DiAnna & Herb Schimek
Mary Sullivan & William 

Spaulding
Laurie Thomas Lee
Cynthia & John Tiedeman
Steve & Elizabeth Willborn

Friend - gifts up to $199

Randy Abbott & Debra 
Neighbors

Russ Alberts & Ruthann Irby
Gerald Wayne Allen
Dennis & Barbara Anderson
Lynne Anderson
Earl & Barbara Barnawell
Sudhir & Prisciilla Bijanki
David Boyce
Robert Boyce
K. Butler
Douglas Carlson
Jerry Cederblom & Cassie 

Spohn
Sharon Conlon
Geraldine Cox
James Dake
Frank & Ceri Natalie Daniels
Roger Davis
David Dell
Ray & Esther Dell
Thomas De Shazo
Barbara DiBernard & Judith 

Gibson
Joel Donahue & Jeni Lockhart
Curt Donaldson
David Downing
Mike Draper
Sinda Dux
Anne Else
Carl Eskridge
Norland Ferguson & Mary 

Ferguson
Valda Ford
William Forsee

Wendy Francis & Roxann 
Nuzum

Ricky Fulton
Doug Gardels
Alan Gardner & Nicholas 

Mirkay
Joyce Gleason
David Glover
Michael Gordon
Nanette Graf
Karen Granberg
Larry Gregg
Stephen Griffith
Virginia Gross
Mary Kay Hansen
Christy & Richard 

Hargesheimer
Sandy Harrach
Thomas Havelka
Teresa Hawk
Janis Heim
Kate Heltzel
Richard Henrichs
Charles Hetherington
R. Darrell Hougland
John Ilgenfritz & Sheena 

Wilson
J. Rock Johnson
Mary Ann & Waldon Johnson
Tim Johnson
John Kastning
James Kautz
James Kern
Roberta Kierstead
April Kirkendall
Willy Knopp
David Koesters
Kristin Kraay
Marc Kraft
Jack & Marie Kubat
David Landis
Steve Landon
Peter & Deborah Levitov
Brian Linderholm
Clarissa Love
Albert Lucio
Stuart Luttich
Gina Matkin & Randy 

Reinhart
Edward Maynard
Amanda Meyer 
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If your name has been listed incorrectly or omitted, 
please accept our apology.  Please contact Tyler Richard 
at (402) 476-8091 to let us know how you would like your 
name to appear in future acknowledgements or if you 
would prefer to be listed anonymously.

Friend - gifts up to $199

Robert Meyers
Judith Middleton
Amy Miller
Catherine Miller
Syed & Ayesha Mohiuddin
Larry Neely
Teri Nelson
Kristin & Michael Ostrom
Edgar Pearlstein
Roger & Jill Pickering
Vicki Pratt
Jane & Peter Reinkordt
Tyler Richard
Susan Rocker
Kathryn Rohde
John Roosmann
Linda Salmon
Ronald Samson
Mary Ann Satterfield
Herbert Schliesser
Dan & Marge Schlitt
Cynthia Schneider
Roy Schoen & Susan Miller-

Schoen
Susan Scott
Wally Seiler
Lela Shanks
Corine & Norman Simon
Ian Simons
Barry & Kelly Streit
Fred Strider
Joseph Sullivan & Bob Benzel
Nicholas Swiercek
Colin & Tina Theis

Isabella Threlkeld
Kathleen Tooker
Caroline True
Mark Vangen
Judy Varner
Anne Vidaver
Travis Wagner
Vivian Walker
Roger Welsch
Janet West
Les Whitbeck
Larry Williams
Steve Williams
Vernon & Ann Williams
Donald Witt
Lauralee & Nathan Woodruff
Alan Worth & Linda Ager
Virginia Wright
Dorothy Zimmerman
Arthur & Christine 

Zygielbaum

ACLU Nebraska would 
also like to thank the 
individuals who contribute 
anonymously, through 
worksite giving campaigns 
or through ACLU national 
that may not be included in 
the above list.

At the request of the donor, 
the giving levels of the 
following people are not 
indicated.

John & Beatty Brasch
Jack Eager
Brenda Ealey
Tim Francis
Kay & John Goldner
David & Cheryl Kubicek
Marjorie & George Manglitz
Clayton Naff
Jerry & Mary Ann Petr
Cecily Ricard
Leslie Seymore
Timothy Shaw
Ruth Thone
Raymond & Dorothy Willis

DeSilver Society

The following individuals are 
creating a legacy of liberty 
by making a planned gift to 
the ACLU.

Anonymous (2)
Christine Abraham
A. Dwayne Ball & Shirley 

Noble
Joseph & Cindy Brown
Robert L. Boyce, III
Leta Powell Drake
Jean Eileen Durgin-Clinchard
Tim Francis
Richard Juro
Earl S. Kramer & Mary E. 

Sommermeyer
Mary Ann Lamanna
Elaine Monnier
Robert & Phyllis Narveson
Robert & Sally Stoddard
Samuel Walker

You are the front line.
Today’s targets of intolerence & 
discrimination have a defense because of you.

The staff, volunteers and interns that stand up for freedom do so because you have 
said civil liberties is worthy of your support. Without you, many Nebraskans would 
have no one who is standing up for their rights. Thank you.

Tyler Richard, Laurel Marsh, Antonio James Carranza, Diane Amdor, Lea Greenberg, Marlo Hamrick, Joel Donahue, Amy Miller, 
Kristin Ostrom.


